Astra Academy - Higher Education Resources from
Higher Learning Advocates

)i Ad Astra [i highe‘r |earning

ADVOCATES
John Barnshaw, Ph.D. India Heckstall, MP&
Vice President Program Associate
Research and Data Science Policy and Communications
Ad Astra Higher Learning Advocates

ibarnshaw®aais. com iheckstall@highedearningadvocates.org




Presentation Overview

+ Introduction (5 Minutes)

« Higher Learning Resources (40 Minutes)

« Comments and Questions (15 Minutes)



)\ Ad Astra

= Ad Astra is a course scheduling and enrollment management organization that partners
with over 500 institutions of higher education annually to improve scheduling
accessibility and efficiency for students.

* Ad Astra offers unique solutions designed to graduate more students faster.

= Astra Academy is a webinar series that brings together diverse stakeholders across the
higher education landscape to share with you how their work is helping to improve
student outcomes with a focus on student retention, time-to-completion, or
graduation.
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Higher Education Resources

D AY 'S STUDENTS



Who are we?

Higher Learning Advocates is a bipartisan non-profit advocacy organization working to
shift federal policy from higher education to higher learning—education and training
beyond high school that leads to a degree, credential, or employment.

We are committed to the change needed to support the needs and success of today’s
students, and are advocating for policies that support a postsecondary system that is
student-centered, outcomes-based, and focused on ensuring all of today’s students can
access and succeed.
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Who are Today’s Students?
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Higher Learning Advocates created state profiles to provide a
snapshot of the higher education landscape in each state
compared to the national average.

View the state profiles here:
igherlearningadvocates.or

NORTH CAROLINA

WHO ARE TODAY S STUDENTS’

State Profiles e
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OLDER THAN 25 WORKING WHILE PARENTING LIVING ON CAMPUS PART-TIME
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IN NORTH CAROLINA, Regardless of the scale — at an institution, a state,
Margaret Spellings, former or a nation —the same principles that underpin good

of the University of apply. People want to know what's
North Carolina system, former expected of them, and what the consequences will be if
Secretary of Education, and they meet their goals or don't. Done well, accountability
former board member of is @ show of respect for the professionalism and capacity
Higher Learning Advocates, of the people who work for you. We can take that same
is & national leader in principle and apply it nationally. It's on all of us to ensure
issues relating to college that we do 50 in the new year and not squander the
affordability, accessibility, opportunity that HEA reauthorization affords us. ”
student success, and
economic impact.

Higher Education Trends At-a-Glance | North Carolina |



https://higherlearningadvocates.org/resource-category/state-profiles/

State Profiles Fast Facts

FEDERAL STUDENT AID

Nevada'’s Fall Student Enrollment, 2017
Percentage of Alaska Residents Ages 25-64 with at least an
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Percent of adults ages 25 and older who have earned an
Associate’s degree or higher in 2017:¢

Equity 101

NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER | 35.1%
BLACK | 34.5%

Equity 101 provides a quick
overview of the equity gaps in
postsecondary education to help
policymakers address inequities
that exist in higher education.
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~ Persistence rates among students who entered
\ college in fall 2015:2
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Read the Equity 101 here:

BLACK



https://higherlearningadvocates.org/resource/higher-ed-101/101-equity-gaps-in-higher-education/

Other Higher Education 101s

101: PELL GRANT
101: Pell Grant RAINY DAY FUND

WHAT IS THE PELL GRANT PROGRAM?
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WHY THE PELL GRANT MATTERS

DID YOU KNOW?
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CALCULATING PELL GRANT FUNDING
The Pell Grant program is funded through a combination of yearly mandatory and yearly discretionary

appropriations. Notably, the federal gavernment funds the Pell Grant program before students actually receive
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101: Income-Driven Repayment

101: Negotiated Rulemaking

Check out our 101s here:
https://higherlearningadvocates.org/resource-category/higher-ed-101/



https://higherlearningadvocates.org/resource-category/higher-ed-101/

Questions? Stay in touch!

India Heckstall
Policy & Communications, Program Associate
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higher learning iheckstall@higherlearningadvocates.org higher learning

ARPHERLES Follow me on twitter: @IndiaHeckstall ARPHERLES

www.higherlearningadvocates.org



mailto:iheckstall@higherlearningadvocates.org

Ways to Keep Engaged
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ASTRA ACADEMY

webinar series

= “Aligning Math Pathways™ - Tuesday, December 3 - 3.00 PM Eastern

save the date for aspire 2020

october 18-21, 2020

» October 18 - 21, 2020 - Aspire Conference, Kansas City, Missouri




Addressing Your Questions and Comments




